
January through March 2017
Lawmakers hit the ground running in the new Congress, introducing in the first 
quarter of the 115th session more than 200 bills to help veterans — a trend that 
has continued to inch up every year since 2001.
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March 14
The VA establishes presumption of service connection for diseases associated with 
exposure to contaminants in the water supply for active duty servicemembers, 
guardmembers, and reservists who served at Camp Lejeune and Marine Corps Air 
Station New River in North Carolina for a minimum of 30 days (cumulative) 
between Aug. 1, 1953, and Dec. 31, 1987, making it easier for veterans to seek 
medical care and benefits.

April
The president extends the Veterans Choice program, commonly known as 
“Choice,” before it was due to expire in August 2017, allowing the VA time to 
expend remaining funds in the program and develop a better replacement program 
for veterans receiving care through private providers.

June
The president signs the VA Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act of 
2017, which provides the secretary of the VA additional authorities to expedite the 
removal of employees when warranted.

August 7
Congress sends a bill (the Global War on Terrorism War Memorial Act) to the 
president to establish a national memorial in honor of servicemembers who served 
in support of the global war on terrorism. 

August 11
Congress sends the Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 
2017 to the president to sign. The current claims appeals system is inefficient and 
plagued with archaic procedures that prevent the VA from taking quick action on 
appeals and providing timely decisions and benefits to veterans while ensuring 
transparency and veteran-centric process. MOAA and other veterans’ groups have 
worked for two years with the secretary of the VA, the Board of Veterans’ Appeals, 
and Congress to put together this bill to modernize the VA’s appeals process and 
provide more rights and transparency in the system for veterans seeking benefits.

August 12
The president signs an emergency funding bill to provide $2.1 billion to fund 
Choice for six months, giving Congress and the administration time to come up 
with a long-term plan for reforming the community care program — a hugely 
popular program with veterans and one the secretary of the VA told Congress in 
June would run out of money earlier than he expected.

August 16
The president signs the “Forever GI Bill,” making the Post-9/11 GI Bill permanent 
for servicemembers entering the military beginning Jan. 1, 2018, and including 
other improvements like the Shauna Hill transferability provision, authorizing 
unused benefits to be transferred to additional dependents if the originally desig-
nated dependent dies.

August 18
The president signs the Global War on Terrorism War Memorial Foundation Act.

August 23
The president signs the Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 2017.

December 22
The president approves $2.1 billion in emergency funding for the VA Choice 
Program to ensure the program doesn’t run out of money early this month as part 
of a larger stop-gap funding bill to keep the government open until Jan. 19.

2017 MOAA 
Legislative 
Victories
The past year showed 
good progress towards 
improving benefits for 
veterans, currently 
serving, and their families.

NOTABLE  VICTORIES
• A 2.4-percent active 

duty pay raise
• Unchanged Basic 

Allowance for Housing 
(BAH) calculation

• More troops authorized
• Permanent extension of 

Special Survivor Indem-
nity Allowance (SSIA)

• Defeated VA’s proposed 
elimination of individual 
unemployability bene-
fits for veterans after 
they reached Social 
Security retirement age; 
MOAA pushed back, 
and the VA decided to 
not pursue the cuts. 

• Defeated a 
Congress-proposed bill 
to require servicemem-
bers to buy into the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill; 
MOAA spoke out in 
opposition, and 
Congress found the 
needed funds 
elsewhere.

Additionally, both the 
Senate and the House 
Veterans’ Affairs commit-
tees passed their respec-
tive pieces of legislation 
to reform the VA health 
care system and commu-
nity care programs. 
Unfortunately, passing 
tax reform and stop-gap 
funding caused the 
sidelining of these bills 
until January 2018.


